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Abstract: The dirty, little secret most of your professors never share with you as your make your way through
your graduate studies is that there are a vast array of career choices outside of academia. Many of which, I
would argue, can be very rewarding, stimulating, well-compensated, family-friendly, and perhaps most
important of all, impactful. Working for the U.S. government (or whichever government you call your own)
can be a great way to put your area studies knowledge, linguistic skills, proficiency in different methodological
approaches, or analytical dexterity to the test. It’s a lot like university life, except for the endless stream of
bluebooks, non-stop writing of grant proposals, or tedious department meetings (well, actually, we have those
too). In my 12th year at the State Department and in the Intelligence Community, I can share with you an
insider perspective of the vast ways in which very smart and skilled people are applying what they learned in
graduate school in a career in the U.S. government.
Biography: Shawn L. Bird is the Acting Deputy Director for the State Department’s Office of Opinion
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last four in management. Prior to his work in the intelligence community, he taught at Tufts University. He
has a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Florida and a Master’s Degree in the same from the
University of Colorado.
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